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Samples of Traditional/Formal Wording for Invitations 

We would like to provide you with sample wording for your invitations and response cards.  We suggest that you order 

approximately 20% more stationery than your actual count.  We also suggest that you allow at least two weeks for addressing 

and mailing the invitations, longer if using a calligrapher or if your guest list is very large.  

 The wording below is to be used as a guide and for suggestive purposes only, if any additional information is needed to be 

placed on your invitation, please notify us immediately.  

 The use of the Ampersand (&) is to be used upon request. 

 

1. When the bride’s parents sponsor the wedding: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman smith 

request the honor of your presence 

At the marriage of their daughter 

Carol Ann 

to 

Mr. William James Clark 

on Saturday, the twelfth of august 

two thousand eleven 

at two o’clock in the afternoon 

The cathedral 

Atlanta, Georgia 

2. When the groom’s parents sponsor the wedding: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burdell Clark 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of 

Miss Carol Ann Smith 

to their son 

Mr. William James Clark 

 

3.  When both the bride and groom’s parents sponsor the wedding:  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman Smith 

and 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burdell Clark 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of their children 

Miss Carol Ann Smith 

to 

Mr. William James Clark 

 

Or 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman Smith 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of their daughter 

Carol Ann Smith 

to 

William James Clark 
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Son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burdell Clark 

4.  When the bride and groom sponsor their own wedding:  

 

The honor of your presence is requested 

at the marriage of 

Miss Carol Ann Smith 

And 

Mr. William James Clark 

 

Or 

 

Miss Carol ann Smith 

and 

Mr. William James Clark 

request the Honor of your Presence at their marriage 

 

5.  With Divorced or deceased parents: 

a) When the bride’s mother is sponsoring the wedding and is not remarried:  

 

Mrs. Julie Hurden smith 

requests the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of her daughter 

Carol Ann 

 

b) When the bride’s mother is sponsoring the wedding and has remarried: 

Mrs. Julie Hurden Booker 

requests the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of her daughter 

Carol Ann Smith 

 

Or 

 

Mr. and Mrs. John Thomas Booker 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of Mrs. Booker’s Daughter 

Carol Ann Smith 

 

c) When the Bride’s father is sponsoring the wedding and has not remarried: 

 

Mr. Alexander Waterman smith 

requests the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of his daughter 

Carol Ann Smith 

 

d) When the bride’s father is sponsoring the wedding and has remarried: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman Smith 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of Mr. Smith’s daughter 

Carol Ann 

 



Prim & Proper Ink – Wedding Paperie Edition | Sample Wording Suggestions 3 

 

 

6. Deceased Parents 

a) When a close friend or relative sponsors the wedding: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Bandt Elliot Lawson 

request the honor of your presence at the marriage of their granddaughter 

Carol Ann Smith 

 

 

7. In military ceremonies, the rank determines the placement of names: 

a) Any title lower than sergeant should be omitted.  Only the branch of service should be 

included under that person’s name: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman smith 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of their daughter 

Carol Ann 

United States Army 

to 

William James Clark 

 

b) Junior officer’s titles are placed below their names and are followed by their branch of 

service: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman Smith 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of their daughter 

Carol Ann 

to 

William James Clark 

First Lieutenant, United States Army 

 

c) If the rank is higher than lieutenant, titles are placed before names, and the branch of 

service is placed on the following line: 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman Smith 

request the honor of your presence 

at the marriage of their daughter 

Carol Ann 

to 

Captain William James Clark 

United States Navy 
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Sample of a less formal more contemporary Invitation 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Waterman Smith 

would like you to 

join with their daughter 

Carol Ann 

and 

William James Clark 

in the celebration of their marriage 

 

 

Response Card/RSVP Card Sample Wording 

M _____________________________ 

(the M may be eliminated from the line, especially if many Drs. Are invited) 

_____ accepts 

_____ Regrets 

Saturday the fifth of July 

The Cathedral 

 

Or 

 

The favor of your reply is requested 

By the twenty-second of May 

M _______________________________ 

Will ______ attend 

 

 

Reception Card Wording – Formal 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander waterman smith 

request the pleasure of your company 

Saturday, the third of July 

at three o’clock 

The Cathedral 

1111 Waterview Lane 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Reception Card Wording – Less Formal 

 

Reception immediately following the ceremony 

The Cathedral 

1111 Waterview Lane 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 


